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Existing Watercourses and Ditches – The existing 
natural watercourses / drainage ditches will be incorporated 
in the overall drainage solution.  Any stretches of watercourse 
that have existing good banks should be preserved to avoid 
disturbance.  The valley floor provides excellent natural drainage 
opportunities, and SUDS will be incorporated in line with the 
overall drainage strategy.
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Existing Roads and Connections – Existing roads adjacent 
to the site should be considered within the whole context of the 
proposed new development.  Design solutions should aim to 
improve road safety and reduce traffic speeds, especially to the 
main access road from the grade separated junction serving the 
site, as this also serves an existing school.  

Existing connections to and from the site should be exploited to 
ensure good connectivity into the wider area.  The new grade 
separated junction provides excellent access to the site from 
the existing Balmedie settlement, and an underpass further 
south below the A90 provides a dedicated pedestrian / cycle 
link to Balmedie and Blackdog.  Opportunities for providing 
additional pedestrian / cycle links to Belhevie and Potterton will 
be considered.  
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Slopes and Topography – The site generally slopes upwards 
to the west which allows opportunities for development to 
benefit from views out to the north, east and south over the 
North Sea.  A steep valley bisects the site, running from north 
to south and this has the opportunity to provide generous visual 
amenity and open parkland area, as well as natural drainage and 
biodiversity benefits.

The masterplan will be set out to minimise the requirement for 
major earthworks, avoiding the steepest slopes and aligning 
roads and development areas to take account of the landform.  
Within the development, taller buildings should be located on 
areas of lower ground located at the centre of the site.  
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Key

CONSTRAINTS & OPPORTUNITIES

Ecology / Nature Conservation – The site is of no particular 
ecological sensitivity as a result of past and current land uses, 
however there is an opportunity for enhancing greenspace by 
promoting a network of woodland and open corridors through 
the site, both linking the proposed areas of development and 
connecting beyond the site.  Ecological assessment has informed 
the masterplan and will be further developed through detailed 
design.

There is no flood risk associated with the areas of site proposed 
for built development, and a manageable risk of very limited 
flooding in the bottom of the southern valley

Existing Trees and Woodland – The existing trees are a 
significant feature of the site, recalling its previous existence as a 
golf course.  It is intended that the majority of these tree belts are 
retained and augmented, and incorporated within the proposed 
site layout providing an important ecological, landscaping and 
recreational resource.  There is an area of green belt designated 
land to the southern tip of the site which will remain protected. 


