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Community facility

Community facility
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Nursery

Nursery

CONTEXT

The area of Torry contains a wide variety of housing types and scales, reflective of its various eras of development over time 
- from small scale fisher cottages, to dressed granite tenements and townhouses, to the municipal scale redevelopment 
of the 60’s and 70’s.  And, of course, not forgetting Old Torry which was lost to the oil industry in the 1970’s.  

Looking at photos of Old Torry, there is a pleasing human scale to 
the streets, spaces and buildings.  This can still be found in some 
of the set-back fishing cottages along Abbey Road, and of course 
in the fishing village of Fittie across the harbour.   

Another quality of these areas is the relationship between public 
space and private homes.  Areas of public space, which are 
encouraged to be used for things like clothes drying and sitting 
out are laid out in front of the houses.  This means they are well 
overlooked by front doors and windows, creating a feeling of 
ownership and ensuring that anti-social behaviour is discouraged.  
In Fittie, the Mission Hall - a community building - is also placed 
within this public space, to act as the heart of the residential area, 
a space where people can meet and socialise. 

We would like to see this development acting 
in this way.  We have positioned a community 
facility at the heart of the site, located in an area 
of public space which is fronted onto by homes. 
This will ensure a level of activity at the heart of 
the development that can enrich and enliven the  
public realm for residents and the community 
alike, in order to maximise shared value – creating 
a ‘village square’ effect.

The use of this facility will be determined by 
the community – it will be designed as a multi-
purpose space which can be used for a variety of 
activities.  In addition a need has been identified 
for a community nursery.  This will be closely, but 
not physically, linked to the multi-purpose space 
so that they can share resources and even the 
space itself.  

It is also hoped additional space will be reclaimed 
from the existing basement of the main building, 
which will also front onto the public area and could 
contain studios, a men’s shed or such like.

It is hoped that looking to the past can both 
inspire and root this development in its locality, by 
creating a sense of ‘place’ that is unique to Torry.


